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in your heroic resolve to give up all, aye very life itself, for the noble cause of
country and religion. Let me remind you of a similar crusade now being waged
by my sisters in England. I refer to the suffragettes. For the sake of a principle,
they are prepared to lose their all, to brave innumerable trials. Many have
already suffered imprisonment, more are ready, nay eager, to do so. If delicately
nurtured women can do this, will hardy men, inured to toil, do less? Do not
swerve from the course upon which you have entered, be true to the ideal before
you; and 'heart within and God o'erhead', proceed to conquer or to die.
And, if you do that, if you adhere to your solemn covenant with God, if you
prove yourselves resolute in deed, as you have already shown yourselves gentle
in method, then it will not be to die! Success then is assured, victory is yours,
is ours.
It is a young girl who addresses this sincere exhortation to us. If,
after all this, we accept loss of face out of a cowardly fear of gaol, we
are sure to repent it much.
DEPORTATION IMPOSSIBLE
The Immigrants' Act provided good fun for a day. It is being
admitted on all hands that no one can be deported. This is not only
Mr. Leonard's1 opinion; a correspondent writing specially for [Rand]
Daily Mail has advanced several arguments to show that deportation
of Indians would be unlawful. If that is so, the Royal assent given to
the Immigrants* Act only shows that the Imperial Government is reluctant
to throw in its weight on our side. But was there any reason to expect
anything else ? For some of us write anonymous letters to the Registrar
to inform him that they are prepared to register but that they hold back
only for fear of public opinion, and request the Registrar to note their
names. It is again our own people who write to the Registrar to defame
Ram Sundar. However unworthy Ram Sundar may be, writing
anonymous letters to run him down demeans us in the eyes of others.
We show ourselves to be cowards. These anonymous letters damage
our cause by undoing the good impression that our courage has created.
For these letters would be confidentially forwarded to Lord Elgin. He
would take them into his reckoning; and why indeed should he not?
Mixed with a grain of truth that such letters may contain, there must
be a great proportion of falsehood which will gain wider currency. As
a result we are bound to be treated as bad cowrie. When we gain
acceptance as good cowrie, when our bones softened by long years of
slavery grow strong again, when we desist from dark, furtive dealings,
we shall certainly get our due from the Imperial Government, however
imperial it may be. When we ourselves lack courage, how can we
blame the Imperial Government?
1 A well-known Johannesburg barrister